
Homily for Second Sunday of year, January 15, 2023 

Most of us are familiar with courtroom dramas, whether on television, in film or in detective fiction. They each feature 

lawyers, witnesses, juries, judges and trials. In any trial the key is the testimony of the witnesses. A witness may be 

friendly or hostile, depending on which side of the case he is on, the prosecution or the defense. 

His testimony may be of no consequence or he may drop a “bombshell”, which would be of significant help in building 

an attorney’s case. His testimony may be perjured, which would disqualify him as a credible witness. The case could 

conceivably “blow up”, causing severe damage to the case of the prosecuting or defense attorney. 

In John’s gospel, bearing witness is a key theme. In today’s gospel, the Evangelist celebrates John the Baptist’s role as a 

witness.  

“He bore witness” 

“Now I have seen and testified that He (Jesus) is the Son of God. 

And what precisely is his testimony? 

To proclaim to the people of Israel that Jesus is the Servant of God, Messiah and Son of God.  

In the words of the preeminent Scripture scholar, Raymond Brown who, in his lifetime, was one of the world’s leading 

authorities on the Gospel of John: 

“John the Baptist, who has been so taciturn about his own role, now becomes voluble in giving testimony to Jesus--- an 

indication that John the Baptist puts all the stress on himself as a witness to Jesus. In a series of profound testimonials 

John the Baptist identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God, as the pre-existent one and as the vehicle of the Spirit”. 

It is worth noting that John the Baptist does not draw attention to himself. Rather he is entirely focused on the long 

awaited messiah.  

Early in the gospel for today, John points out the Messiah to his disciples: “Behold the Lamb of God”. 

In many of the great works of sacred art, the Baptist is depicted as pointing his index finger at Jesus. 

Let us ask ourselves, do we point Jesus out so that others may follow him?  To bear witness is to be a martyr, in keeping 

with the traditional meaning of the Greek word martyia. 

If we fail to be credible witnesses, the missionary enterprise of the church suffers.  At worst, our lives may be unworthy 

of our Christian vocation. 

John the Baptist was a credible witness, indeed.  And it was for this reason alone that he was praised by his master, 

Jesus Christ. 


